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Mass media constitutes the backbone of democracy and there is one form of mass media that is growing in popular demand.  Expanding beyond the scope of traditional media sources, the increasing popularity of social media has further escalated the importance of the media in popular elections.  As social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube have amassed millions and millions of users, these sites have become locations ripe for news speculation, as well as political campaigning; a study done by the Pew Research center in January 2016 reports 44 percent of adults claimed to have received information about the 2016 presidential election from social media (Del Vecho, 2016).  Through research, I plan to uncover how social media use by U.S. political candidates evolved over time and how media democracy is related.  Most would agree with people on social media hitting record highs, today, politicians are now reaching the masses and relaying on social media for campaign highlights, making announcements, promoting themselves and reaching out to supporters.  
Media and politics will always have close connection even if both view each other as adversaries. As the media is the most important source of political information for the wider public, politicians need it as a tool to get the exposure to win elections and gain as much power as possible. On the other hand, as a watchdog in politics, the media has the duty of criticizing decision-makers in society, but it will be possible only if the media and journalists are independent, because the majority of mass media channels are created by politicians/political parties to serve their own interests, which means the authorities generally control media coverage and repress its independence.
In his utilization of social media, President Trump not only mobilized a significant support base in order to win an election, he also successfully integrated social media into the democratic process.  Rather than relegating its audience to listening and observing as traditional media does, social media provides an opportunity for its audience to become involved with the issues being discussed, to express an opinion on the information being presented to them.  Through this medium, the American public has been given the opportunity to expand beyond the constraints of an off-center and relatively unfocused mass media and revitalize American democracy.  
While the concentrated and business oriented nature of traditional media has allowed for some significant anti-democratic behavior, other developments in American media as a whole have made possible democratic improvements in recent years.  Traditional media may no longer be the outlet that Americans can rely on for non-biased and relevant news, but the rise of social media and its ever-increasing role in political processes has provided plentiful opportunity for growth and improvements in American democracy for the coming years.   
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